
 

COVID-19 & Convention 
A MESSAGE FROM NATIONAL PRESIDENT ANGELA COSTLEY HARRIS 

 
Hello, sisters. I’m your National President, Angela Costley Harris. 
 
The situation with COVID-19 has rapidly changed the landscape of our country and has created 
unprecedented challenges.  
 
Today, I am sad to share that due to the pandemic, the National Council has voted unanimously 
to cancel the 2020 National Convention in Baltimore in June.  
 
This decision was not one that our board took lightly; it required a great deal of thoughtful 
consideration of what was best for Alpha Chi Omega and our members, as we considered the 
diff iculty of predicting how long and how significantly the pandemic will impact our country.  
 
Alpha Chi Omega recognizes that in times of crisis, we must make certain our resources are 
focused on the greatest needs of the organization and members. In its history, Alpha Chi Omega 
has canceled national convention three previous times – once during each World War and once 
at the height of the Great Depression – and still our Fraternity stands strong.  
 
While this news is incredibly disappointing, we believe the decision was necessary. For those of 
you for whom our convention is a cherished part of your Alpha Chi Omega experience or who 
were looking forward to their f irst gathering, we will miss being with you and celebrating our 
sisterhood in person. I am confident there will be opportunities to do so again in the future.  
 
While the current state of our nation keeps us physically separated, we know the bonds of 
sisterhood extend beyond physical distance. I have been lifted up by the numerous posts, texts, 
messages, emails and calls I have received, and it’s so heartwarming to see sisters reconnect and 
lean on one another during this trying time. The lifelong sisterhood of Alpha Chi Omega is all 
the more important today, and I am continually grateful for your support as we navigate this 
time together. Be safe, be well and be there for one another.  
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